
Wildlands Trust works throughout southeastern Massachusetts to conserve and permanently protect native 
habitats, farmland, and lands of high ecologic and scenic value that serve to keep our communities healthy and 
our residents connected to the natural world.
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Walt and Sharon Munroe preserve their seventh-generation Rehoboth Farm.

      It is with considerable happiness tinged with a measure of sadness that we report the comple-
tion of the Munroe Farm Conservation Restriction in Rehoboth. The Munroe Farm CR pro-
tects 104 acres of farmland, well-managed woodlands, a large forested wetland known as the 

“Great Maple Swamp,” and scenic rural views along Fairview Avenue in North Rehoboth. 

The Trust first met Walt and Sharon Munroe in 2011 to discuss a potential conservation project 
involving their farm, believed to be the oldest continuously owned family farm in Rehoboth. Walt 
certainly fulfilled the textbook image of a farmer with his laconic but friendly manner, firm hand-
shake, and trusty overalls—seemingly a living and breathing example of American Gothic. As we 
walked through his fields and woods during our first site visit, Walt revealed his intimate grasp of 
every landscape feature, and detailed how natural and man-made events had shaped them. There 
are few greater pleasures in our work than to walk a property with a landowner who possesses an 
encyclopedic knowledge of their land, and takes pleasure in sharing that knowledge. Walt was the 
epitome of our favorite type of landowner. 

Keeping It  
In the Family

Photo of Walt: By Mike Gay courtesy of Taunton Daily Gazette

2010 photo of Walt Munroe on the  
farm that’s been in his family since 1761.

SOURCE: SRPEDD COMMUNITY  
QUICKSTATS FOR REHOBOTH, FALL 2015

The Munroe Farm CR 
preserves landscapes 
that were once more 
common in Rehoboth 
but, since World War II, 
have been gradually 
disappearing.  

Between 1951-1999,  
the town lost 40%  
of its agricultural land, 
almost 9% of its forest 
land, and over 44%  
of its wetlands. 



Karen Grey 
Executive Director
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N E W  A C Q U I S I T I O N S

A Trio of Trust Projects Expand  
Land Protection in the Region
The Trust has been busy with the preservation of a wellhead parcel in Marshfield,  
a last minute save in Swansea, and consulting on a unique project at Southfield.

The Trust has productive partnerships with a 
number of towns where the land ethic is strong. 
A few towns that come to mind are Plymouth, 
Rochester, Marshfield, and Duxbury where land 
protection and passive recreation are import-
ant and well-established community values. Land 
projects in these towns generally have the support 
of voters because residents understand that open 

space contributes to the quality of life and the resulting strong property values. 

The Trust is equally committed to helping towns where land protection and passive rec-
reation are new concepts. Our work over the past four years to help Plympton, a rural 
town with no conservation land to speak of, is a great example. The Trust was hon-
ored to support a small group of visionaries in Plympton that seized upon opportunities 
to save several important lands and to establish the town’s first trails. Protecting these 
lands was an unprecedented community-building initiative bringing about town spirit 
and pride very similar to what we witnessed in Brockton following the protection and set 
up of the Brockton Audubon Preserve.

On our latest community project will serve three densely populated communities in our 
region—communities that need open space and trails very much. Residents in Rockland, 
Abington, and Weymouth will now have well-maintained trail systems in Southfield,  
a new community being established at the former Weymouth Naval Air Station. With 
the input and support of local conservation advocates, the Trust is designing and build-
ing three significant trail systems on this vast 1500-acre property, which is to include 
1000 acres of dedicated open space. These new trail networks will become important 
recreational assets for these three Southfield communities and the larger region, and 
also will serve to open up an area long closed to public access and use. We are pleased to 
be part of this project which will result in more conservation lands for all to enjoy.
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The Trust is helping to implement land protection  
in towns where the concept is new.

Building the Land Ethic  
One Town at a Time

WEBSTER STREET 
WELLHEAD CPA CR 
The Trust worked with the Town 
of Marshfield to preserve this 
parcel that helps protect a town 
drinking water well, expands a 
wildlife corridor, and directly 
abuts our Hoyt-Hall Preserve. 
The Town qualified for a 
Drinking Water Supply Grant 
from the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts that helped fund 
the project. 

TIERNEY ACQUISITION  
Working closely with the Swansea 
Conservation Commission, the 
Trust facilitated the 11th hour 
acquisition of a wooded parcel 
near the Palmer River and our 
Barney-Bell Preserve. Now owned 
by the Town of Swansea, the parcel was only days away from being sold to a private buyer before the Trust 
became involved. The Trust raised the $10,000 needed to fund the acquisition from a generous private donor.

SOUTHFIELD OPEN SPACE PROJECT 

This past fall the Trust began consulting on open space 
opportunities with planners of the Southfield development in 
Weymouth at the site of the former Weymouth Naval Air Station. 
The project’s ambitious open space agenda includes efforts to 
protect one of the most important grassland habitats in eastern 
Massachusetts, as well as to establish an extensive network 
of nature trails for the residents of Weymouth, Abington, and 
Rockland. The opportunity to help bring nature and passive 

outdoor recreation to these communities was an impetus for our participation. In this initial stage of our 
work, the Trust has been working to design and build new trail loops on the Rockland edge of Southfield, 
thereby extending the recreational opportunities that currently exist at the Rockland Town Forest. Signage, 
bog bridges and other small amenities are soon to follow in preparation for a May opening. In coming weeks, 
we will begin a second project for Southfield on the Thompson Pond parcel at the Abington end of the property.

Tierney Acquisition
22 ACRES,  SWANSEA
Mixed upland and wetland woods,  
and a potential vernal pool

¤ Potential Vernal Pool
¤ Upland

¤ Watershed Protection
¤ Wetland

Webster Street 
Wellhead CPA CR
10.2  ACRES,  MARSHFIELD
Strategically situated abutting the Trust’s Hoyt-Hall 
Preserve near the Webster Street Drinking Water Well

¤ Uplands
¤ Wetlands 

¤ Wildlife Corridor



With the mild winter and an influx of  
hard working volunteers, Wildlands Trust 
Property Manager Erik Boyer has made 
improvements on many Trust properties. 
He completed technical tree work on almost 
every preserve and was able to get a better 
look at some of our properties that don’t 
experience the same amount of visitation as 
during the busy season. Some of what went 
on this winter is listed below:

• Installation of a 100 ft. bog bridge board-
walk at our Rounseville II Preserve.

• Construction of three new benches  
for Great River Preserve, Striar,  
Preserve and Great Neck Preserve.

• Invasive plant removal at Captain David 
Cushman, Jr. Preserve.

• Improvement of trail directional signage at 
Tucker Preserve, Great Neck Preserve, and 
Emery/Six Ponds Preserve.

• Installation of osprey pole camera system at 
Duxbury High School.

• Structural pruning of large white oak at Douglas-Davis Farm. 

• Breaking ground on new trails at Southfield. (See Southfield article on page 3)

As the busiest time of year approaches, there will be a variety of volunteer opportunities. 
Stay connected to find out more about the many exciting projects coming up this spring 
and summer. Visit our website www.wildlandstrust.org or our Facebook page. 

On May 12, the Brockton High School Envirothon Team (coached and sponsored by Wildlands 
Trust) will head to Hopkinton State Park for the yearly statewide Envirothon Competition. The 
competition centers around four natural resource topics (soils, water, wildlife and foresty) plus one 
current issue topic that changes year to year. Teams make group presentations on the current issue 
topic, then head to field stations to be tested on the four topics. Some sample questions are below. 
See what you think—are you smarter than an Envirothoner? Answers on page 6.
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R E G I O N A L  U P D A T E

Take a hike, learn about wildlife, 
and make natural decor! 

MONTHLY HIKES 

Each month “Trail Guy” Malcolm 
MacGregor leads a trail walk

May 15 & June 12 
12:30-3:00 pm 
Locations: TBD

WLT PHOTO CLUB

May 7 
Time: TBD 
Great River Preserve

June 5 
Time: TBD 
Workshop at Trust headquarters, 
Plymouth, followed by a photo 
walk at Halfway Pond  

WEATHER WALK

Join us for a walk with WCVB 
meteorologist Mike Wankum

June 11 
10:00–11:30 am 
Willow Brook Preserve

HERBAL WREATH WORKSHOP

Instructor Susanne Lucas 
June 26  
Wildlands Trust Headquarters

To register and to see a full 
calendar of other events, visit  
www.wildlandstrust.org

JOIN OUR SPRING  
PROGRAMS

CHECK OUT OUR  
NEW WEBSITE

We responded to your needs with 
streamlined menus and simple 
navigation to access information.

HOME PAGE

Learn who we are and what  we do.

TRAILS PAGE

Connect with driving directions 
and information about some of 
our favorite preserves.

CONSERVE PAGE

Get the information you need if 
you want to protect your land.

GET INVOLVED PAGE

Learn how to become a member, 
volunteer or join our  programs 
for both adults and teens.

WHAT’S HAPPENING PAGE

Keep in the loop with events 
calendar, breaking news about 
Trust happenings, and links to 
our printed newsletter.

DONATE PAGE

Get help to make the experience  
of giving as easy as possible.

Bookmark the site to stay current. 
www.wildlandstrust.org

W I L D L A N D S  O U T R E A C H

Are You Smarter Than a  
Brockton High Envirothoner?

Trailblazers Volunteers  
Hit the Preserves This Winter
With the help of his tireless Trailblazer volunteers, Property Manager 
Eric Boyer ticked off several projects on his to-do list.

On May 12, the Brockton High School Envirothon Team (coached and sponsored by Wildlands 
Trust) will head to Hopkinton State Park for the yearly statewide Envirothon Competition. The 
competition centers around four natural resource topics (soils, water, wildlife and foresty) plus one 
current issue topic that changes year to year. Teams make group presentations on the current issue 
topic, then head to field stations to be tested on the four topics. Some sample questions are below. 
See what you think—are you smarter than an Envirothoner? Answers on page 6.

1  What is the only marsupial native  
to North America?

2  Which species is crepuscular?
a. Raccoon
b. Gray squirrel
c. Atlantic salmon
d. New England cottontail rabbit

3  TRUE or FALSE:  Beavers mate for life.

4  To what kind of diet would the animal 
represented by the skull be adapted? 
a. Carnivorous
b. Herbivorous
c. Piscivorous
d. Omnivorous

5  Eolian describes earthy material 
deposited through  .
a. Currents and tides
b. Gravity
c. Wind action
d. Glaciers

6  TRUE or FALSE:  An esker is a narrow, 
winding ridge of stratified gravelly and 
sandy drift deposited by a stream 
flowing in a tunnel beneath a glacier.

7  Which has the smallest particles:   
sand, clay, or silt?

8  The two major coloring agents in soil are 
organic matter and  .
a. Iron
b. Quartz
c. Aluminum
d. Water

9  Match the body of water to the correct 
descriptive term.
1. Estuary a. Lotic
2. Stream b. Temporary
3. Vernal pool c. Lentic
4. Pond d. Brackish

10  Giant clams, albino blind crabs and 
worms four meters in length have been 
found near  .
a. The photic zone
b. Tributaries
c. Hydrothermal vents
d. The riparian zone

 11  What is the tool in the picture below?

a. Ecometer
b. Tangent height gauge
c. Protractor
d. Hypsometer 

 12  Fill in the letter of the leaf that matches:  
1. Palmately compound    
2.  Bipinnately compound 
3.  Simple 
4. Pinnately compound 

a                    b                    c                    d

Photo of Skull: Courtesy of www.SkullsUnlimited.com   |   Photo on Question 11: Courtesy of Louise Levy

ABOVE: Trailblazer volunteers test out 
(and proudly show off) two of the  
three benches built over the winter  
for preserve visitors to enjoy

BELOW: Trailblazer volunteers take a 
break from winter trail work at Tucker 
Preserve in Pembroke

Twice a month on a Thursday and Saturday, Wildlands Trust Trailblazer volunteers tackle a 
variety of land management projects: trail maintenance, creation and marking, invasives 
removal, carpentry, boardwalk installation, garden maintenance, and trash pickup. If you 
are interested in becoming involved, email eboyer@wildlandstrust.org.

WANT TO BE A PART OF THE TRAILBLAZING TEAM?
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The Trust relies on private philanthropy to fund the work we do to save land throughout the region.  
You, our supporters, are Wildlands Trust. Thank you for your vision and for your dedication to preserving 
land for future generations. 

M E M B E R S  U P D A T E

C A L LY & JON BROUGH A M S
-Richard Dye, New Milford, CT
D OTSI E DAV I S
-Eric & Angelina Schmidt, Alexandria, VA
H E L E N DROZ DIC K
-Joan & Joe Iovino, Hingham
BE V ER LY GOU R L E Y
-Kristen Draper, Ft. Collins, CO
M A RY H AT H AWAY
-George Mutrie, Kingston
PA M SC H M I DT
-Eric & Angelina Schmidt, Alexandria, VA
DAV I D SH ERWO OD
-Kira Jewett, Florence
-Kristin Sherwood, Lahaina, HI
M A RY W I NSLOW
-The Nordell Perraults, Duluth, MN

In Honor of

In Memory of 
LYDIA COCHRANE
-Sam & Caroline Chapin, Plymouth
-Constantin Fasolt, Chicago, IL
-Frances T. Fisher, Evanston, IL
-Charlene Posner, Chicago, IL
-Ellen Zalewski, Chicago, IL  
GER DA CONA N T
-Sam & Caroline Chapin, Plymouth
-Helena Dilling, Mount Pleasant, SC
-Hillary Hutchinson, Mount Pleasant, SC
-Joe & Pat Kennedy, Boston
-Frances Klein, Malden
-Lauren Komp, Brookline
-Liz Levin, Somerville
-Nat & Maria Nichols, Plymouth
-Benjamin & Barbara Phinney, Bozeman, MT
-Susan Redlich, Cambridge
-Liz Reisberg, Arlington
-Karol & Andy Teplitzky, Arlington, VA
-Celia & Victor Wakefield, Limerick, ME
PEGG Y & D ONA L D CON NOR S
-Leighton & Dorothy Price, Plymouth
SA M DAV I S
-Eric & Angelina Schmidt, Alexandria, VA
PERC Y & AGN E S D OUGL A S
-Jo-an & Arthur Carbary, Marana, AZ
E D DROZ DIC K
-Joan & Joe Iovino, Hingham
-Adela A. Rymut, Halifax
L I L L I A N HORV ITZ
-Ilene Horvitz, Duxbury
F I SH ER HOW E
-Linda & Ethan Warren, Marblehead

E DIT H K E M P
-Wallace M. Kemp Jr., Hanover
RON N I E K I M BA L L
-Jeffery & Katherine Alitz, Charlestown
-Managers & Volunteers, Box-Top Shop, Topsfield 
-Pat Coglinadro, Salem
-Renee Devine, Wakefield
-Edward & Kathleen Evers, South Weymouth
-Holly & Joe Evers, Charlestown
-John, Maureen & Brandon Evers, Apex, NC
-Foley Hoag LLP, Boston
-David & Eileen Gallerani, Plymouth
-Anne & Michael Glanz, Needham
-Caro Gregg, Scottsdale, AZ
-Constance Gregg, Lexington
-Julie Hackett, North Weymouth
-Dana Kimball/ECOVENTURES, Kittery, ME
-Jay Kimball, Ashley, Courtney, & Brooke, Plymouth
-Andrew Minich, Boxford
-Ruth M. Mott, Topsfield
-Barbara, Roger & Dudley Moulton, Winchester
-F. Edward Nicolas, Monroe, CT
-Ed & Darlene O’Connell, Marshfield 
-Kim & Roger Patch, Topsfield
-Don & Cheryl Prince, Greensboro
-Mary L. Quill, Topsfield
-Pamela & Edward Sullivan, Charlestown
-Peggy Taylor, Charlestown
-Sandra Taylor & Jacko Greatorex, Charlestown
-Wood’s Seafood, Plymouth
-Joyce & Geoff Stewart, Plymouth
DE N N I S MC K EON
-Mike & Cyndy Cotter, Quincy
BA R RY M E LTZ ER
-Doug & Lois Post, Plymouth
M A LCOL M N IC HOL S
-David Skinner, Boulder, CO
-Linda & Ethan Warren, Marblehead
PE DRO 
-Dana Cicone, Bridgewater
BET T Y PET ER SE N
-Wayne Petersen, Hanson
H A P PER SON
-Margery & Sal Atherton, Plymouth
-David M. Crawley & family, N. Palm Beach, FL
-Virginia Davis, Plymouth
-James & Linda Donovan, Plymouth
-Penelope Grieves, Middleton, WI
-Dr. & Mrs. John Moran, Plymouth
-Mary Person, Somerville
-R.B. Phillips, Eastham
-Roberta Porta, Tuscon, AZ
-Dennis & Patty Primavera, Plymouth
-Marcy Spiker, Plymouth

Thank You for Your ContributionKeeping it in the Family  — C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  PA G E  1

For over 40 years, Wildlands Trust has 
worked to ensure that you and your 
family will always have clean water to 
drink, and woods, fields, ponds, and 
beaches to enjoy. Much of our success 
has been made possible by generous 
individuals who made provisions in 
their wills to support Wildlands Trust. 
Have you considered leaving a legacy 
to protect the nature of our region 
through a planned gift?

Please let us know if you would like to 
consider naming Wildlands Trust as a 
beneficiary in your estate plan. 

Sue Chamberlain would be happy to 
help you explore possibilities and 
options. Call 774-343-5121 x101 or email 
schamberlain@wildlandstrust.org.

YOUR LEGACY FOR  
OPEN LAND

MEET ROB MACDONALD | ADOPT-A-PRESERVE VOLUNTEER
TRUST MEMBER SINCE: 2002    PRESERVE: STRIAR CONSERVANCY, HALIFAX

Information from our Adopt-A-Preserve volunteers is invaluable to Wildlands Trust and helps our 

Property Manager quickly identify what trails need attention. Rob MacDonald is a particularly 

dedicated volunteer. Rob first got acquainted with the Trust by walking at Willow Brook Farm in 

Pembroke. Now, Rob regularly walks Striar Conservancy and informs us of any problems, such as 

dumping or vandalism. He even shares maps with us displaying the location of the violations. 

Check out www.grumpymagz.net for his beautiful photos, including some of our preserves.

To learn how you can Adopt-a-Preserve, contact Emilie at stewardship@wildlandstrust.org. 

H E L E N PH I L BR IC K
-Terry Bremer & Linda Hewitt, Pembroke 
BRU D PH I L L I PS
-Virginia Davis, Plymouth
-Carol Voght & John Carey, Kingston
-Norman & Nancy Shepherd, Kingston
-Julie & Austin Mason, South Carver
-Patricia Wade, Kingston
-Beverly & Bertien Westerveld, Scituate
F R A N K & N E L L I E RY M U T
-Joan & Joe Iovino, Hingham
ROBERT SAU N DER S
-Doug & Lois Post, Plymouth
J E A N N E WA DL E IGH
-A. Larry Berren, East Providence, RI
-Judy & Richard Blanco, Santa Clara, CA
-Stephen Dickinson, Fort Lauderdale, FL
-Lucia H. Kimball, Swansea
-Pam Kirkpatrick, Swansea
-Patrick Manseau, Northampton 
-Dorothy W. Rinaldo, Ithaca, NY
-Karen Wadleigh, Wilbraham 

As work proceeded over the next few years 
on the CR, we looked forward with antic-
ipation to our next chat with Walt, which 
usually strayed from discussing the status of 
the CR to encompass what was going on in 
the woods and on the farm, the price of fire-
wood, the vagaries of New England weather, 
and the comings and goings of wildlife. 

A true man of the soil with deep ties to 
the land, Walt spent most of his time in 
the woods and helping run the family’s 
grain and feed supply store. However, he 
somehow found the time to make sub-
stantial contributions to his community. 
He was a co-founder and charter member 
of Rehoboth’s Agricultural Commission 
and the Agricultural and Natural 
Resources Preservation Council, served 
on the Housing Authority and Water 
Commission, and was also instrumental 
in helping pass Rehoboth’s Right to Farm 
By-Law in 2005. 

As we approached the final stages of com-
pleting the CR, Walt unexpectedly passed 
away last August. Thankfully, Sharon has 
continued forward with completing the 
CR. Already a project infused with the leg-
acy of eight generations of Munroes, it has 
evolved into something more—a tribute 
to Walt and Sharon’s vision for ensuring 
the farm’s permanent protection. With his 
decades of exemplary stewardship of the 
farm, Walt’s legacy was already secure as 
the keeper of the family tradition.  

The CR adds another dimension to his leg-
acy. Walt was the seventh-generation of his 
family to live and work on the farm, but 
fortunately not the last. Sharon and son 
Ben will carry forward with running the 
farm and feed store, and continue the fam-
ily tradition of exemplary stewardship that 
has endured for centuries.  

The Munroe Farm’s 104 acres includes open 
fields, carefully managed woodlands, a por-
tion of the “Great Maple Swamp,” a large 
expanse of wooded wetland, several vernal 
pools, and scenic views that have changed 
little over Walt and Sharon’s years as stew-
ards of the farm. The Munroe Farm CR 
is the Trust’s second in Rehoboth, follow-
ing the 52-acre CR donated by the Bertozzi 
family in 1999 and situated just a few 
miles to the northeast. Both of these CR’s 
help protect the rural character of North 
Rehoboth, an area that still retains its 
bucolic look and feel despite development 
pressures and Rehoboth’s attractiveness as a 
bedroom community for nearby Providence. 

Although we didn’t get a chance to obtain 
a specific quote from Walt about his pres-
ervation aspirations for the farm, he did 
provide a wonderfully direct and telling 
summary of his intentions, as quoted in 
a Rehoboth Reporter article posted last 
September. Walt was asked how he felt 
about his farm and how he envisioned it 
50 years into the future. He said, “It’s very 
important to me. My only hope is that the 
land is still in one piece. I hope someone 
is still farming it. If I had anything to say 
about it, it would stay a farm forever.”

Thanks to Walt’s and Sharon’s conserva-
tion vision, and Sharon’s commitment to 
carry forward with the CR, the Munroe 
Farm will indeed remain in one piece, 
and be available to future generations of 
Munroes for the types of traditional land 
uses pursued by their forebears, includ-
ing farming and forestry. We can think 
of no better or more enduring legacy a 
landowner could establish. 

ANSWERS TO THE QUIZ ON PAGE 5
1. Virginia opossum (Didelphis virginiana)
2. d
3. TRUE
4. a (the skull belongs to a fisher)
5.  c
6. TRUE
7. Clay
8. a
9. 1-d, 2-a, 3-b, 4-c
10. c
11. b
12. 1-c, 2-d, 3-a, 4-b
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STAFF PICK: Captain David Cushman, Jr. Preserve / Duxbury, MA
Diverse habitats and a relatively small size makes this preserve a great location  
for bird observation, photography, nature journaling, and hiking.

Mary Alden, a direct descendent of John Alden, was the 
wife of Captain David Cushman, Jr. Early in the 1800s 
Captain Cushman purchased land on the Bluefish River 
from Mary’s relatives. In 1985, the Cushman family gen-
erously donated that property, now Cushman Preserve, 
to Wildlands Trust. 

Cushman Preserve’s 27 acres are made up of mixed 
pine/oak woodlands, open fields, and scenic views of 
tidal salt marsh along the Bluefish River. The trail from 

the parking area leads to 
a half mile loop that runs 
around and through a 
large open field of native 
grasses and wildflowers 
bordered by pine/oak for-
est. The field, managed 
for field-nesting birds, is 
mowed after nesting sea-

son to maintain its habitat. Birders should be on the lookout for grassland-loving species such as eastern mead-
owlarks, bluebirds, and savannah sparrows. Birds and visitors alike can enjoy the flora that includes black-eyed 
susans, sweet golden-rod, and white aster. In the early 1900s, several stretches along the edge of the field were 
planted with English oak and non-native sycamore maple to form windbreaks. 

A Duxbury Boy Scout recently built the sturdy benches on the property for his Eagle Scout project. On the south 
side of the loop, a leg of the trail leads through the woods to a sitting area with a view of the Bluefish River and 
marsh. Here, the marsh vegetation consists mainly of cord grass, salt marsh hay, and salt tolerant wildflowers 
such as sea lavender, seaside golden-rod and slender glasswort. It’s common to spot ospreys, red tailed hawks, 
and great blue heron hunting during the spring and summer. 

Parking for the preserve is located at the end of Anchorage Lane, off St. George Street in Duxbury. 

675 LONG POND ROAD  |  PLYMOUTH MA 02360
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Trailblazer volunteers removing  
invasives at Cushman Preserve


