
Wildlands Trust works throughout southeastern Massachusetts to conserve and permanently protect native 
habitats, farmland, and lands of high ecologic and scenic value that serve to keep our communities healthy and 
our residents connected to the natural world.
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Upcoming project will restore sensitive pond shore habitat, 
improve public access, and enhance public safety.

Halfway Pond is one of the region’s natural treasures, and has been a focus of the Trust’s land pro-
tection and stewardship efforts since our inception back in 1973. Through the generosity of multi-
ple donors, we have assembled over 400 acres around the pond. Now known as the Halfway Pond 
Conservation Area, this landscape encompasses globally rare pine barrens habitat, varied topog-
raphy, and extensive frontage on Halfway Pond, and connects with Myles Standish State Forest, at 
over 14,000 acres the largest contiguous assemblage of open space in southeastern Massachusetts. 

Our efforts to preserve more land around the pond continue, as exemplified by our July acqui-
sition of a seven-acre parcel that nicely complements our existing holdings. In conjunction with 
our ongoing land protection efforts, we have from time to time pursued multiple initiatives for 
improving the quality of the area’s wildlife habitat. On several occasions over the past decade-
plus, we collaborated with the Mass. DCR and The Nature Conservancy on controlled burns that 
included a portion of the Halfway Pond Conservation Area. We have also worked to stabilize the 
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Erik’s passion for improving conservation areas both 
ecologically and for the public enjoyment make him a perfect 
fit. We are excited to have him here at the Trust. 

Originally from the Philadelphia area, Erik came to 
Massachusetts to earn his Bachelor’s degree in Biology 
at Gordon College. After graduating, he volunteered for two 
years with AmeriCorps Cape Cod. He then worked as an 
arborist and climber with Hartney Greymont in Concord for  
a year before returning to Cape Cod where he supervised the 
AmeriCorps Cape Cod program and was a Conservation Intern 
for the Town of Dennis Department of Natural Resources. 

Erik has already been busy improving our trails, and keeping 
them accessible and debris free throughout the busy summer. 

He, along with Owen, Matt, and Dan our seasonal stewardship crew, were busy building new trails, removing invasive 
plants and cleaning up storm damaged trees from this past winter. They worked with the Green Team maintaining 
trails at the Brockton Preserve and led a school group on a nature walk at Willow Brook. They reclaimed the Harry 
and Mary Todd Trail at Willow Brook Farm, created a new connector trail at Six Ponds and Emery Preserves, and, as part 
of our mission to landscape for wildlife, planted native trees at our offices at Davis-Douglas Farm.

Erik is always glad to have volunteers tag along to work on our 
properties. If you’re interested in helping out, feel free to contact 
him at EBoyer@wildlandstrust.org.

Karen Grey 
Executive Director
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Erik Boyer Comes on Board  
As Property Manager
In June, Erik joined the Wildlands Trust staff as a full-time member  
responsible for the natural resource management needs of our properties.

Davis-Douglas Farm is surpassing our 
expectations in so many ways, not the 
least of which is providing a beautiful 
and unique venue for outreach program-
ming. As we launch our capital cam-
paign and construction project for the new 
Community Conservation Hall at the Farm, 
the excitement about new opportunities 
for programming is palpable. However, 
not having a building this summer did not 

stop Community Conservation Manager, Katie O’Donnell, AmeriCorps Member, Rachel 
Calderara, and Property Manager, Erik Boyer from launching “Youth Unplugged,” a series of 
initiatives to engage young people in land stewardship and conservation service.

The Farm was abuzz with youth this summer as 24 kids from communities around south-
eastern Massachusetts were engaged in employment, internships, volunteer work, and ser-
vice learning projects at the Wildlands Trust. Assisting local farmers, building new trails 
for towns, designing and constructing new benches and kiosks, and caring for Wildlands’ 
preserves were just a few of the things taken on by this incredible corps of kids, ranging in 
age from 15 to 19. 

A highlight of the summer was a day when our service learning kids, the “Green Team,” 
returned from working on a shellfish project in Plymouth Harbor. A teenage boy from 
Brockton told us that it was the first time he had ever seen the ocean. So inspired by this experi-
ence, he bravely agreed, albeit reluctantly, to try an oyster later that day at our end of summer 
barbeque. Actually, I think he had two.

It was inspiring for our staff to see how 
happy these young people were to be spend-
ing time outside, learning about their local 
environment, and serving their communities. 

“Youth Unplugged” was even better than we 
had imagined!
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“Youth Unplugged” initiative  
 exceeds expectations.

The Green Team & Wildlands Trust summer stewardship 
crew after a hard day of clearing trails at Cato’s Ridge 
Conservation Area in Plympton.

Obinna poses triumphantly with his clamming rake  
in Plymouth Harbor, his first time setting foot in the ocean

Who Let the Kids Out?

An avid hiker and runner, Erik spends much of his free  
time on the trails with his Austrailian Cattle Dog, Axel

Volunteers Bryan Williams and Don 
Burgess fixing the boardwalk at 
Willow Brook Farm in Pembroke.

Entrance of new connector trail 
to the Emery-Six Ponds Preserve 
system created by the 2015 
summer stewardship crew.

Stewardship Assistant, Owen Grey, teaching 
the Green Team about tool safety before a 
trail project at the Brockton Preserve.
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W I L D L A N D S  O U T R E A C H

2015 has been a wonderful year for Wildlands Trust —our first Envirothon Team, our first 
summer with the Green Team, and many programs for members and visitors of all ages. Here 
at Wildlands, we believe that in order to understand the importance of conservation, we must 
offer plenty of opportunities for people to learn and experience first-hand the wild wonders of 
nature. Here is just a sampling of the many activities we enjoyed this year—we look forward to 
expanding our repertoire of programs in the coming year, especially with the addition of the 
Community Conservation Hall in 2016.

Wild About Wildlands:  
A Year in Outreach

 “ In the end we will conserve 
only what we love, we will love 
only what we understand, and 
we will understand only what  
we are taught. ”           – Baba Dioum, 1968 

Eagle Scout candidates Mike O’Neal of Duxbury 

and Spencer Mazzola of Plymouth completed 

projects that improved our properties for people 

and wildlife alike. Mike [LEFT] designed, built, 

and installed two new benches at the Cushman 

Preserve in Duxbury. Spencer [BELOW] researched, 

built, and mounted twelve bat boxes on various 

Wildlands Trust properties in the Plymouth area. 

Many thanks for your great work! 

Experienced naturalist and birder 

Jim Sweeney leads a spring birding 

walk at Willow Brook Farm in 

Pembroke.  Attendees recorded  

45 species in four hours, including 

Bald Eagle, Oven Bird, Purple Finch, 

Baltimore Oriole, Yellow Warblers, 

Red-shouldered Hawk, Barn 

Swallows, and a Great Blue Heron 

carrying sticks for her nest!

Stonehill Professor Nicholas Block identifies  

a find during our Butterflies and Dragonflies 

Walk at Great River Preserve in Bridgewater.

Envirothon team takes  

a pre-competition selfie.

In May, the WLT-sponsored Brockton High 

School Envirothon team placed in the top  

5 in 3 out of 5 categories at the statewide 

competition. Many thanks to teacher Joyce 

Voorhis for her help and hard work in 

making this program a success. We look 

forward to doing even better next year!

A visitor from Community Connections, 

an organization dedicated to providing 

life-enriching experiences for people 

with disabilities, gets a close-up look at 

what lives in a bog during a spring 

program led by WLT volunteer educators 

Karen Kurkoski and Mary Lou Hammond.

Thank you to our 5th Annual 5K for 

Conservation sponsors, runners, walkers, 

and volunteers. With your support, we 

raised over $3,000 for the Trust’s Youth 

Unplugged Initiative, helping us fund the 

Green Team, the Brockton Envirothon Team, 

and future projects as the initiative grows.

Green Team members Lily and Taylor 

examine a stick bug found on Rachel’s  

arm while working to clear invasive brush 

at Soule Homestead in Middleboro.

This past year, we were honored  

to have the enthusiastic  

assistance of three wonderful 

MassLIFT AmeriCorps members:  

Andrew Bagnara, Rachel 

Calderara, and Elizabeth 

Migliore. With their hard work 

and assistance, we were able to 

launch and grow many exciting 

programs this year. Each of 

them is moving forward and 

taking great new steps in their 

conservation-minded careers, 

but we will miss seeing their 

smiles and having their help on  

a daily basis. Goodbye & good 

luck!  We’ll miss you!   

A FOND  
FAREWELL

WELCOME 
EMILIE & ANTHONY
We are excited to welcome Emilie 

Wetzel and Anthony Serra as the 

Trust’s new MassLIFT AmeriCorps 

members for the 2015-2016  

service year! Emilie is a graduate  

of St. Lawrence University with a 

degree in Conservation Biology 

and looks forward to learning 

more about land management  

and mapmaking. Anthony 

attended McGill University, 

received his degree in Biology,  

and is excited to work at the  

local level developing effective 

engagement and education 

programs. Welcome to Wildlands 

Trust, Emilie & Anthony!

Property Manager Erik Boyer  

talks about the natural features  

at Willow Brook Farm to a group 

from Skills for Living in Norwell, 

an organization that supports and 

helps kids with social challenges. 

They learned about native and 

invasive plants, wildlife, glacial 

rocks, and colonial agriculture.
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The Trust relies on private philanthropy to fund the work we do to save land throughout the region.  
You, our supporters, are Wildlands Trust. Thank you for your vision and for your dedication to preserving 
land for future generations. 

M E M B E R S  U P D A T E

THE FAVA FAMILY
-Christopher Fava, Plymouth

In Honor of

In Memory of 
ELIZABETH BARKER
-Liz & Jim Hester, Plymouth

KATIE CRONIN
-Ruth Hooten, Exeter, NH

AGNES & PERCY DOUGLAS
-Jo-an & Arthur Carbary, Redmond, WA

ROSE SHERMAN GELLER
-Inghilt Traenkle, Plymouth

MARGARET GUISE
-Deborah Day, Solana Beach, CA
-Peter & Marcey Long, Brewster
-Patricia Rizzo, The Villages, FL

FISHER HOWE
-Carolyn Howe, Washington, DC

LAURIE S. KELSO
-Deborah Pye, Lawrence, KS

GLENN C. LEHMAN
-Deborah Lehman, Duxbury

MARGERY MACMILLAN
-Jean Kennett, Duxbury

BARRY MELTZER
-Leighton & Dorothy Price, Plymouth

POLLY & JOHN NASH
-Mr. & Mrs. Walter F. Greeley, Wellesley
-Jean Kennett, Duxbury
-Frances Nichols, Scituate

MALCOLM S. NICHOLS
-Leighton & Dorothy Price, Plymouth

DAVID PETIT
-Kevin & Nancy Stewart, Plymouth

ROBERT SAUNDERS
-Caro Gregg, Scottsdale, AZ
-Leighton & Dorothy Price, Plymouth
-Daniel Roderigues & Betsy Hall, Plymouth

CYNTHIA WALKER
-Mary C. Hathaway, Plymouth
-Joan Rugani, Marshfield

The iconic water tower at the entrance to Wildlands Trust’s new home 

in Plymouth has been restored! To celebrate, several neighbors 

climbed the tower to re-enact the 1905 photo (shown on the left) of 

Hester Ludlow Davis atop the tower. Hester Ludlow Earle, named for 

her great-grandmother, joined Sam Chapin for the first climb. Pompey 

Delafield and Kit Warren also climbed, and Rusty Briggs went up to rep-

resent the Briggs family. The tower will soon carry the Wildlands Trust 

sign and become the beacon to the entrance at Davis-Douglas Farm.

The Community Conservation Hall campaign is now officially underway. 

The Hall will provide space to host up to 100 people for meetings, pre-

sentations, programs, lectures and classes on matters relating to land 

conservation, as well as a full kitchen facilities for events. 

For information about the Conservation Hall Campaign, contact Sue 

Chamberlain at schamberlain@wildlandstrust.org or 774-343-5121 x101.

Davis-Douglas Farm Restoration Heading for the Finish Line Thank You for Your Contribution

pond shore habitat along Mast Road using 
various strategies, including the installa-
tion of “biologs”. 

More recently, it has become evident that 
reconciling wildlife habitat protection with 
the continuing use of the pond shore as a 
roadway is a functional impossibility. With 
this imperative in mind, we determined 
that the most appropriate course of action 
would be to close the section of Mast Road 
under our control, and implement a com-
prehensive ecological restoration project. 

The restoration project has three primary 
goals: to reclaim the pond shore habitat 
from its current use as a road and restore 
its habitat quality, ensure continued pub-
lic access to the pond, and discontinue a 
stretch of roadway that is substandard and 
potentially dangerous. 

The scope of the restoration will include 
plantings of species indigenous to the 
area and adapted to pond shore environ-
ments. These plantings will help stabilize 
the pond shore, which has suffered con-
siderable erosion during its years of use as 
a roadway, and provide cover and feed for 
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Road to Restoration  
at Halfway Pond

D A V I S - D O U G L A S  F A R M

a range of wildlife species. Reconnecting 
the pond with its surrounding landscape 
will also be aesthetically beneficial, as the 
visual scar that is Mast Road will gradually 
disappear, supplanted by a natural pond 
shore vista. 

The project will improve public access to 
the pond. The entirety of the road clo-
sure area will be accessible for most of the 
activities enjoyed there presently and his-
torically, including walking, fishing, and 
nature photography. There will be an area 
for launching cartop boats to ensure access 
for kayaks and canoes. And, removing 
vehicles and traffic from the closure area 
will further enhance the quality of the vis-
itor experience, as one of the most scenic 
and contemplative places in the region will 
become even more so. 

From a public safety perspective, discontin-
uing the pond shore portion of Mast Road 
will be of great benefit. As a roadway, it is 
inferior and potentially dangerous because 

of its circuitous and narrow configuration. 
In parts, it is essentially a single-track 
pathway with no room to pull over and let 
an oncoming vehicle pass, and includes 
blind corners that require more luck than 
skill to safely negotiate.

The Trust is working closely with town 
officials to coordinate the restoration 
project, and thus far has received posi-
tive feedback from community members 
as well. Although we do not have a spe-
cific timeline for completing the project, 
we hope to initiate work next spring. 

This project follows on from several 
other ambitious and successful resto-
ration projects that have occurred in 
Plymouth, most notably the Eel River 
Headwaters and Town Brook projects. 
Both of these projects have had trans-
formative effects on their particular 
landscapes, and provide vivid exam-
ples of the benefits that can accrue from 
a well-designed restoration effort. As 

David Gould, the Director of the Town 
of Plymouth’s Department of Marine 
and Environmental Affairs, noted, 

“In conjunction with land acquisition  
the ecological restoration of landscapes 
is an important tool in not only pro-
tecting but improving natural resources 
habitat. In the case of Halfway Pond 
the removal of the roadway would allow 
for the natural vegetated buffer to be 
restored along the shoreline of the pond. 
The buffer can then provide functional 
values including soil retention, water 
quality filtering and shading of the 
pond edge. When land can be restored 
to its full ecological value it’s an oppor-
tunity that should not be missed.” We 
are convinced that the Halfway Pond 
Restoration Project will be as ecologically 
and aesthetically beneficial as these earlier 
projects, and look forward to working with 
all interested stakeholders to achieve the 
restoration vision. 

Hester Ludlow Davis & fellow climber 
 1905

Hester Ludlow Earle & Sam Chapin 
  2015

The Wildlands Trust Chairman’s Council 
Preserves Tour had a special twist this 
year, traveling to lands belonging to reli-
gious organizations. First stop was the 
Town Green in Duxbury, which has been 
preserved since 2001. Wildlands Trust 
Board Member Pat Loring worked with 
the Sisters of St. Margaret to protect their 
property, which lies in one of the busiest 
parts of Duxbury. 

Perhaps our most unusual collaboration 
in recent years is with the NMR Buddhist 
Meditation Center/Wat Nawamin in 
Raynham, which was the second stop 
on the tour. Created in part to honor 
Thailand’s reigning monarch, his majesty 
King Bhumibol, the Center is one of the 
largest Thai Buddhist temples in the 
Western Hemisphere. The Center’s prop-
erty abuts the Wildlands Trust’s Oxbow 
Preserve. The Center and the Trust are 
working collaboratively to protect addi-
tional land along the Wild and Scenic 
Taunton River. 

We are most grateful for the support 
of all of our donors and those giving 
$500 or more annually to belong to the 
Chairman’s Council. Coming up in the 
fall, the Chairman’s Council Chowder 
Supper will be held at Davis-Douglas Farm. 
To join the Wildlands Trust Chairman’s 
Council or donate to the new Community 
Conservation Hall, please contact Sue 
Chamberlain at 774-343-5121 x101 or 
schamberlain@wildlandstrust.org.

The Wildllands Trust Chairman’s Council visited 

the NMR Buddhist Meditation Center as part of the 

2015 Preserves Tour in June where they enjoyed a 

full private tour of the Meditation Center and 

delicious Thai cuisine luncheon.

This Year’s Chairman’s Council Tour  
Visits Some Different Destinations — C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  PA G E  1
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STAFF PICK: Halfway Pond Conservation Area / Plymouth, MA
Two new trails designed by Dr. Malcolm MacGregor allow walkers to fully explore  
the beauty of Halfway Pond and the Trust’s Halfway Pond Conservation Area.

Wildlands Trust’s Halfway Pond Conservation 
Area and Mass. DFG’s Wildlife Management Area 
(WMA) combine to create the crown jewel of  
hiking trails in the Plymouth area. With an envi-
ronment that is second to none in southeastern 
Massachusetts, these trails offer significant views, 
natural beauty and environmental diversity.

An approximately 200 acre pond with an average 
depth of nine feet, Halfway Pond is the headwa ter  
of the Agawam River watershed. Via a channel origi-
nally created for cranberry farming, the pond receives 
additional water from Long Pond in the Herring River 
watershed. During the colonial period Halfway Pond 
was on a significant transportation route. It is prob-
able that one of the original native settlements in 
southeastern Massachusetts was sited there. 

The Nature Conservancy’s (TNC) Halfway Pond 
Island, which is closed to public access because of 
its sensitive old growth resources, can be observed 
from many points on the trails. Because the island 
was segregated from many of the fires that occurred 
in the surrounding forests, its unique centuries-old 
vegetation is distinct from the surrounding landscape.

We have added two new routes to the Gramps Loop 
trail: the Pond Loop (green trail) and the Woodland 
Loop (red trail). Both hikes traverse Big Point for a 
view of a beech forest—and for a potential sighting 

of bald eagles on the island. Note that the Pond Loop 
takes walkers off the Wildlands Trust preserve and 
follows the road around the pond to connect back to 
Halfway Pond Conservation Area.

For the Pond Loop trail: park in the Mast Road park-
ing lot and follow the green arrows. For the Woodland 
Loop trail: park in the Gallows Pond parking lot and 
follow the red arrows.
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