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Trust preserves wildlan

By Anne Bartlett
The Patriot Ledger

KINGSTON — From a high piece
of land next to Sylvia Place Pond,
LeBaron Briggs looked out at the
grove .of pine and oak trees and
remembered the late Gertrude Stew-
art.: -
The Stewart family owned the
Kingston property on which Briggs
stoed, and lived nearby for 50 years.
“They saw the gravel operations and
building going on in the area, and
realized the pressures all around us.

They said, ‘We.don’t want that to .

happen to.our land,’  said Briggs. .

In 1975, the Stewarts decided to
donate the 13-acre property off
Route 80 to the Plymouth County
Wildlands Trust. Before Gertrude
Stewart died last summer at the age
of 92, she knew that the ‘land she
loved -would never become a gravel
pit or a housing development.

Thanks to’gifts from people, like
the Stewarts who don’t want their
land to be developed, the Plymouth
County Wildlands Trust now owns
nearly “800 acres in eight towns

threughout' the county, including -
Plymouth, Kingston, Duxbury and"

Marshfield.

The 350-member orgamzahon
protects those lands from the devel-
opment that has overtaken much of
Plymouth County, and makes.them
available-to hikers, bird watchers,

photographers and ’people who just
liké'quiet walks in the woods:.

The trust “‘was started in 1973 by a
group of people Who were concerned
about and interested .in preservmg
open “space in Plymouth County,”
said Briggs, a Plymouth resident who
serves as the organization’s resefva-
tions committee chairman. “As the
populahon grows, there will be places
pedple can go that will be undevel-
Oped "

Its first acqmsmon was the 112-
acre Emery Preserve in Plymouth. It
now owns 19 properties, and its

v

ds areas in

years from 50 to 350.

The Plymouth-based trust is mter-
ested in relatively unremarkable land
that might be turned down by large

‘organizations such as the Nature

Conservancy and the Trustees of
Reservations.:

“The national groups, arent as
interested in keeping local lands,”
said trustee Linda Hewitt of Pem-
broke. Added Briggs, “They are love-
ly woods, but they are, perhaps, not
unique. They nicely represent sam-
ples of Plymouth County habitat.
They are of interest and value to
people locally, but not on a larger

: membershxp has grown in I.he last six . * §cale. :

s of September
icreage, location

by donation so far, but would consid-

. er purchasing modestly priced prop-

erty in the future if it were able to

“.raise the money, Hewitt: said.- The
organization is now largely depen-
‘dent on membership dues, and had -

expenses of about $6,000 last year.
The organization does not accept

every piece of land that is offered.

“When land is offered, we look-at it

carefully in terms of preserving. its.

character, and the likelihcod of our
being able.to take care of it,” said
Briggs. If the piece was a small lot
already surrounded by houses, for

b 7, '_'example, the trust probab]y couldn’t-
The tnmt hasrecexved all its land'

protect it.

Donating land to the trust has
advantages for property owners.
They no longer have to pay-real
estate taxes, ‘and can deduct”the

-worth of the gift from their income

taxes. But- Briggs noted, “If you sold

- it to someone who was going ta.put

up six houses, you'd get a lot~ more
money.’

The donors’ primary motivation,
said Briggs, is “love of the land and
desire to see it stay the way it is.” -

In the past, most potential donors
found out about the trust through
word of mouth. “Now, we're making

a}ginuch more concerted effort
people know we're looking,

- Hewitt.
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its volunteers maintain the r
tion; and in some' cases builc
there. The Stewart Presel
Kingston is unique in that i
herring ladder, which was
in 1981.
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110nce the trust acquires a property,
its volunteers maintain the reserva-

tion; and in some cases build trails

there. The Stewart Preserve in
Kingston is unique in that it has a
herring ladder, which was restored
in 1981. ..
The trust regularly sponsors out-
ings on its reservations, and at-
tempts to educate the public about
the area’s natural resources. An ex-
cursion on the North River drew 150
people, Hewitt said.

The organization discourages pic-

nicking on its land, and prohibits use
of off-road vehicles. =~ ' ° ;
“The reservations are for people
who just like to walk in the woods in
a peaceful surrounding. There are a

““lot of people who like to do that,”

said Briggs as he made his way
through the Stewart Preserve in
Kingston. “They are woodland trails,

. they're not city park type trails. You

may run into a bramble, But that
doesn’t bother the people who are
interested in this type of walk."”
People who want more informa-
tion about the trust can write to it at
State Road, RFD 8, Plymouth,
02360. :



