
Wildlands Trust works throughout Southeastern Massachusetts to conserve and permanently protect native 
habitats, farmland, and lands of high scenic and ecological value in order to keep our communities healthy and 
our residents connected to the natural world.
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Our land protection work encompasses a wide range of properties, projects, 
and partnerships, with an increasing focus on helping communities that have 
adopted the Community Preservation Act implement its open space dimension.  

In addition to managing our ever-expanding portfolio of acquisitions, we also 
work on projects of regional significance, for which we may never hold any 
type of legal property interest. These projects generally share certain criti-
cal attributes, such as large scale, locally or regionally rare and/or uncommon 
wildlife habitats, the involvement of multiple public and private entities, and 
in some cases, the involvement of institutional landowners. They also share 

Wildlands works with partners to pursue lands of 
significant ecological value and community interest.

TOP: Drone view of grasslands at Cumberland Farms

MIDDLE: A path leads around an open field at Union Point

BOTTOM: A water crossing, built by Wildlands staff, leads 
visitors to Thompson Pond at Union Point

Photo credit: Jerry Monkman

Large Scale Projects  
Present Rare Opportunities  
for the Region



Some phone calls are better than others. 

Recently, one of my favorites was from 
a long-time generous donor who said 
he wanted to do something special for 
Wildlands. He invited me to visit him and 
his wife at their home where he unfolded 
his simple, yet generous, plan to help us 
complete our capital campaign. “If you 
can increase your annual fund by 15% this 
year, I will contribute $50,000 to close out 
your capital campaign for Davis-Douglas 

Farm.” The tail end of a capital campaign is always challenging, so we are very grateful 
for his creative and generous offer. 

So, the challenge is on and we would like to ask for your help. When you receive your 
annual fund appeal in November, could you increase your gift to Wildlands Trust by 
15%? You would be helping us with not only our annual stewardship, land protection and 
youth work, but also with one of the most important projects we have ever undertaken, 
Davis-Douglas Farm, which has allowed us to grow our programming, our visibility and 
our contributions to the community.

Fundraising goals are not just about money, but more about what we can accomplish 
together with our donors. We would be so grateful if you can consider this request— 
and thank you for your support of land conservation.
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L A N D  M A T T E R S

This fall, Wildlands is asking supporters  
to help meet a very generous matching gift.

An Exciting Twist  
to This Year’s Annual  
Fundraising Campaign



Summer witnessed the completion of two more Community Preservation Act (CPA) Conservation Restriction (CR) 
projects in Marshfield: An amendment to an existing CR and a new CR on a large expanse along the South River. 
Collectively, these projects protect a wide variety of important conservation values, including rare species habi-
tat, riparian corridors and drinking water supplies, and provide yet more testimony to the importance of the CPA in 
enabling locally driven land preservation. 
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N E W  A C Q U I S I T I O N S

More CPA Success Stories  
in Marshfield

FURNACE BROOK CPA CR AMENDMENT, 3.9 ACRES 
Finalized in July, the Furnace Brook CPA CR amendment 
added 3.9 contiguous acres to the previously completed 7.7-acre 
Furnace Brook CR, which protects land the town purchased 
with CPA funds in 2017. The amendment creates an expanded 
assemblage of protected land within the Furnace Brook 
Watershed Area, a large expanse that includes Furnace Brook 
and a drinking water well.  

The acreage added by the amendment encompasses primarily 
wooded land with a mix of wetland and upland areas and includes 
frontage on Furnace Brook. It is within several areas identified 

as significant wildlife habitat by the Commonwealth’s Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program, including 
Priority Habitats of Rare Species, and lies within a Zone II wellhead protection area and a high yield aquifer area.  

The town used a combination of CPA open space funds and grant monies from the state’s Drinking Water Supply Grant 
Program to fund the purchase of the additional acreage.   

SOUTH RIVER PRESERVE CPA CR, 36 ACRES 
Completed in early August, the South River Preserve CPA CR 
helps protect land the Town of Marshfield acquired in 2012 with 
CPA funds. The town and open space advocates prioritized the 
property for acquisition because it is a significant component of 
the South River Greenway, has extensive frontage on its name-
sake river and abuts an old railroad line owned by the town that 
now serves as a walking and biking path.  

South River Preserve is divided evenly between upland and wet-
land areas, with extensive areas of marshland extending northerly 
from its river frontage. Most of the preserve is identified by the 

Commonwealth’s Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program as Priority Habitat of Rare Species. It also includes a 
small but significant South River tributary that may provide habitat for species requiring cold-water stream habitats.  

Over the past year, the town has done a superb job of creating quality public access to this outstanding preserve. It now 
includes a trailhead parking area and picnic table on Willow Street and sections of boardwalk that transport visitors 
into a quiet and scenic woodland with views of the South River.



SPECIAL EVENTS 
NOV / DEC

WATERFOWL WONDERS:  
FACTS & FIGURES

Thursday, Nov 15 
7 – 9 pm 
Community Conservation Barn 
Davis-Douglas Farm, Plymouth

Free Program

THANKSGIVING PIES  
WITH PAULA MARCOUX 

Saturday, Nov 17 
11 am – 4 pm 
Community Conservation Barn 
Davis-Douglas Farm, Plymouth

$75 members / $90 nonmembers  

POST FEAST WADDLE

Friday, Nov 23 
10 am – 1 pm  
Davis-Douglas Farm, Plymouth

Free Program

GIFT CARD DECORATING 
WORKSHOP

Saturday, Dec 1 
Time TBD 
Community Conservation Barn 
Davis-Douglas Farm, Plymouth

$5 Suggested Donation

HOLIDAY WREATH MAKING 
WORKSHOP

Saturday, Dec 8 
12:30 – 3 pm  
Community Conservation Barn 
Davis-Douglas Farm, Plymouth

$35 members  /  $45 nonmembers

For monthly hikes,workshops,  
yoga and more, visit our website: 
wildlandstrust.org/events

The term “environmental justice” con-
jures the notion of advocacy or activist 
work not usually associated with land 
trusts. However, loss of open space 
and neglect of natural resources is one 
of the most common environmen-
tal burdens disproportionately placed 
upon low-income communities. For 
this reason, Wildlands Trust contin-
ues to commit resources to environ-
mental justice in the City of Brockton, 
with land and natural resource protec-
tion at the heart of our efforts.

Since protecting the Brockton 
Audubon Preserve in 2010, our proj-
ects and partnerships in the city 
have offered meaningful improve-
ment to the quality of life for resi-
dents. Hundreds of students from 
Brockton High School, Massasoit 
Community College, Stonehill College 
and Bridgewater State University have 
been connected to an urban forest 

through structured educational programs and volunteer opportunities. Every Tuesday after-
noon, Brockton High School students get the undivided attention of two Wildlands staff-
ers and guest speakers who coach the school’s Environthon Team. Residents will be enjoying 
more shade and cooler temperatures around their homes thanks to an urban tree-planting 
program carried out by Wildlands and the Massachusetts Department of Conservation and 
Recreation. By next spring, people will be able to enjoy a 250-acre block of contiguous urban 
open space that Wildlands has established by connecting the Stone Farm and Brockton 
Audubon properties with boardwalks, trails and other amenities.

Brockton currently ranks in the top 10 cities in the state’s most environmentally burdened 
communities and we are pleased to be able to offer the city our help. Next on the agenda, a 
student-led restoration project of the highly contaminated Flagg Pond located on the cam-
pus of the Brockton High School.
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W I L D L A N D S  U P D A T E S

Wildlands Leads Environmental 
Justice Projects in Brockton
Having protected hundreds of acres of open space in Brockton, 
Wildlands takes its role a step further by working with the community 
to overcome environmental inequality.

TOP: Wildlands staff work together with Envirothon members to build  
a boardwalk at Stone Farm.

BOTTOM; Brockton High School students pitch-in to clean up Flagg Pond.



Davis-Douglas Farm is a place where the community comes together. With the opening of the 
Community Conservation Barn (The Barn) in November 2016, the property has started to take 
on the fullest expression of its founding vision, “A Center for Connecting People to the Land”. 
Since its opening, several thousand people have visited The Barn for public programs. Let us 
take a moment to reflect on some Barn highlights of these past two years.

EYES ON OWLS. Marcia and Mark Wilson and their 
feathered friends fill the house each time they visit. 
Introducing the crowd to six live owls, the Wilsons 
teach us about how we can help protect owls in the 
wild. Catch them here, again, next spring!

ARTS AND CRAFTS. Wreath making, photography 
classes, and card painting are just some of the work-
shops we offer each year.  

BIRDS, BIRDS, BIRDS! We have hosted birding lectures 
and field trips, and even a live-broadcast of Ray Brown’s 
Talkin’ Birds radio show.

PRESENTATIONS. Scientists, public officials, farmers, 
and even an ambassador have engaged us in discus-
sion around important environmental issues facing 
our communities, like coastal erosion, tick-borne  
illness prevention, and fresh water protection.

WELLNESS. The Barn has proven to be a wonderful 
space for wellness practices like yoga and meditation, 
which are offered monthly, year-round.

YOUTH PROGRAMMING. The summer Green Team 
has utilized the space for meals and even a campout 
when thunderstorms forced us inside this past July. 
Also in July, over 200 middle school STEM students 
used the barn to learn about fermentation. 

As we reflect on what this space has meant for our 
organization and our community, we also look to the 
future and remain inspired to keep offering unique, 
engaging programs that bring us all closer to nature. 
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W I L D L A N D S  O U T R E A C H

Building Community  
in the Barn
Wildlands reflects on the past two years  
at the Community Conservation Barn.

The Barn has been used by local 
nonprofit and governmental groups 
for their meetings and events:

- Cape Cod Cooperative Extension
- Friends of Ellisville Marsh
- Habitat for Humanity
- Island Creek Oyster Foundation
- Living Observatory
- Manomet, INC.
- Massachusetts Department of 

Conservation and Recreation
- Massachusetts Emergency 

Management Agency
- Massachusetts Maritime Academy
- Massachusetts Master Gardeners 

Association
- Northeast Wilderness Trust
- Plymouth 400
- Plymouth County Beekeepers 

Association
- Plymouth County Extension
- Plymouth CRAFT
- Resilient Taunton Watershed Network
- Southeastern Massachusetts 

Agricultural Partnership
- Southeastern Massachusetts Pine 

Barrens Alliance
- Sustainable South Shore
- The Herring Ponds Watershed 

Association
- The Massachusetts Audubon Society
- The Sheehan Family Foundation
- The Six Ponds Improvement 

Association
- The South Shore Bird Club
- The Young Land Professionals of MLTC
- Town of Plymouth Board of Health
- Town of Plymouth Department of 

Emergency Management
- Town of Plymouth Department of 

Marine and Environmental Affairs

TOP: Presenter Mark Wilson captivates and 
educates attendees with a majestic snowy owl.

MIDDLE: Three participants show off the 
beautifully lush results of the annual holiday 
wreath making workshop.

BOTTOM: Green Team II members enjoy lunch 
together in The Barn.

OPENING  
BARN DOORS
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another key commonality - they are com-
plicated and resistant to quick and easy 
outcomes. Prominent examples of such 
projects include:

Cumberland Farms/Great Cedar Swamp, 
Middleboro/Halifax

Encompassing over 1,600 acres in total, 
including 700 acres of contiguous open 
fields comprising some of the high-
est-quality agricultural land in the region, 
the Cumberland Farms property has 
been a conservation priority for decades 
because of its scale, important grassland 
habitat, striking vis-
tas uncommon for the 
region, and sizable 
areas of farmland. The 
Cumberland Farms 
property also includes 
a 900-acre expanse 
of contiguous wet-
lands including areas 
of Atlantic white cedar 
swamp, an increasingly 
imperiled wetland hab-
itat in Southeastern 
Massachusetts.  

Over the past sev-
eral years, Wildlands 
has partnered with the 
Department of Fish and Game and a local 
farmer to engage Cumberland Farms rep-
resentatives in intensive discussions about 
crafting a conservation outcome for this 
unique property. That outcome would 
include a 120-acre area reserved for per-
manent farming, with Fish and Game 
owning the balance of the land and man-
aging it for habitat preservation and tra-
ditional uses such as hunting. With 
large-scale farmland tracts and grassland 
habitat both at a premium in our region, 
we and our Fish and Game colleagues feel 
a particular urgency to do everything pos-
sible to help preserve this unique compo-
nent of our region’s landscape.  

We will continue our efforts on all these 
fronts, all the while keeping a close 
eye on how the closure of the Pilgrim 
Nuclear Power Station next spring may 
affect the property’s future disposition.

Union Point, Rockland, 
Abington, Weymouth
Recently rechristened as “Union Point”, 
this 1400-acre assemblage, formerly 
home to the South Weymouth Naval Air 
Station, contains some of the largest con-
tiguous expanses of open space in north-
ern Plymouth County and southeastern 

Norfolk County, with 
1,000 acres of dedicated 
open space overall.  

For the past several 
years, we have con-
tracted with Union 
Point’s master devel-
oper LStar Ventures 
on designing, creating, 
and opening an exten-
sive network of hiking 
trails and associated 
infrastructure, includ-
ing trailhead park-
ing areas and kiosks. 
These hiking trails 
are open space ameni-

ties that will be of great benefit to Union 
Point’s emerging residential commu-
nity. Our work at Union Point has also 
enabled us to establish an identity for 
our organization in an area where we 
have historically not built much of an 
active presence.  

We also have great interest in helping to 
devise the optimal strategy for ensur-
ing the permanent preservation of Union 
Point’s open space component. One idea 
under consideration would involve the 
creation of a new, stand-alone land trust 
solely focused on holding and stewarding 
all of Union Point’s “passive” open space 
(defined in this context as land used for 
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Entergy Lands, Plymouth

The largest town by area in the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
Plymouth still contains large tracts of 
mostly intact land. One of the most signifi-
cant and noteworthy of these large tracts is 
the Entergy lands.  

At just over 1,600 acres, the Entergy lands 
comprise the largest remaining unpro-
tected privately owned assemblage in 
Plymouth. Encompassing much of the 
geographic Pine Hills, including the 

highest point on the eastern seaboard 
south of Acadia State Park and north of 
the Carolinas, the Entergy lands include 
globally rare pine barrens habitat, scenic 
views, and combines with other protected 
lands in the vicinity to create a 2000-acre 
assemblage of protected open space on the 
east side of Route 3.  

Wildlands has worked closely with the 
Town of Plymouth to discuss potential 
conservation scenarios for the Entergy 
lands, opened a productive dialogue with 
Entergy representatives, initiated discus-
sions with potential project partners at 
the regional, state, and national levels, and 
helped explore potential funding sources. 

C O N T I N U E D  O N  P A G E  7

A walking path through trees leads away from Thompson Pond at Union Point.
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Wildlands Trust relies on private philanthropy to fund the work we do to save land throughout the 
region. You, our supporters, are Wildlands Trust. Thank you for your vision and for your dedication to 
preserving land for future generations. 

M E M B E R S  U P D A T E

Thank You for Your Contribution
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- Colin & Sue Stewart, Laguna Niguel, CA
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hiking, nature study, and cross-country 
skiing, and not land containing playing 
fields and similar recreational amenities). 
While the timeline for establishing a pro-
spective new land trust is unclear, we are 
actively engaged in discussions with LStar 

and other stakeholders about possibly hold-
ing a Conservation Restriction on some 
of Union Point’s most ecologically sen-
sitive habitats, including grassland habi-
tats. As noted in the above section on the 
Cumberland Farms fields, such habitats are 

WELCOME TO OUR  
NEW AMERICORPS MEMBER,  
HAYLEY LEONARD!
Hayley Leonard has joined Wildlands Trust for 11 months of AmeriCorps service in the 

Massachusetts-based TerraCorps program. As a TerraCorps Community Engagement 

Coordinator, Hayley will build the capacity of Wildlands Trust by developing meaningful and 

inclusive educational programming for adults and teens in our region. Hayley is a recent 

graduate of the University of Maine where she earned her Bachelor of Science in ecology and 

environmental sciences. During her undergraduate career, she spent her summers interning for 

Earthwatch Institute and working at a 4-H camp on Cape Cod. Wildlands is excited to welcome 

her to the team and we look forward to seeing what another great service year will bring!

in serious decline across Southeastern 
Massachusetts and Wildlands wel-
comes the opportunity to help pre-
serve another block of the best 
remaining grasslands in the region.
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P R O P E R T Y  S P O T L I G H T

STAFF PICK:  Striar Conservancy | Halifax
This expansive preserve serves as an important piece of a nearly  
250-acre conservation area along the Winnetuxet River.

Located off Thompson Street in Halifax, Striar 
Conservancy provides hikers with the opportunity to 
experience several different types of wetland, includ-
ing acidic seepage swamps, oxbow meanders, for-
ested wetlands, shrub swamps, and vernal pools. This 
Wildlands preserve comprises roughly 164.5 acres 
of undeveloped land. In the 18th and 19th centuries 
the land was farmed by the Thompson family who 
primarily produced charcoal and operated a saw-
mill; the only remaining signs of these operations 
are an earthen dam on the northwestern portion 
of the property. In 1999, the Striar family donated 
158 acres of the preserve to Wildlands Trust. In 2001, 
the Sheehan Family Foundation and L. Knife & Son, 
Inc. funded a final acquisition of 6.5 acres.

The trail system at Striar is quite simple, relatively flat, and approximately 2 miles in length (round trip). 
The trail departs the parking lot on Thompson Street, passes the trailhead kiosk, and meanders along the 
south side of the preserve, shadowing the path of the Winnetuxet River. As it moves through alternating 
upland forest and riparian zones, the main trail crosses a series of primitive bridges that span several sea-
sonal and permanent streams that feed into the Winnetuxet. 

The true beauty of Striar Conservancy is reflected in seasonal changes. Spring showcases the vernal pools 
(one of the highest concentrations along the Winnetuxet) with peepers, spotted salamanders, wood frogs, 
and fairy shrimp. Summer brings the vast carpet of hay-scented ferns that surround you as you walk. In 
autumn, mushrooms of a variety of shapes and colors are especially visible along the second loop trail. 
Finally, when winter and early spring arrive, the Winnetuxet River floods many parts of Striar and in some 
cases, covers parts of the trail with up to three feet of water. Visitors will find this property a premier desti-
nation for birding, photography, and general nature study. 

Wildlands would like to thank Rob MacDonald for his contribution to  
this article and to our organization through his dedicated volunteerism.
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